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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET /(0/8725204

NOMINATION FORM
for the
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICF

fL

NAME

< OMMON:

AND/OR HISTORIC:

Griffith L.og House

f2. LocATION
STREET AND NUMBER:
Damascus Road (Rte. 108)
CITY OR TOWN:
Damascus
STATE COUNTY:
Maryland Montgomery
[3. CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE |
o OWNER STATUS
(Check One) NERSHIP v TO THE PUBLIC
z
[J District 8 Building ] Public Public Acquisition: ] Occupied Yes:
o O Site {3 Structure Privote {3 In Process Unoccupied U] Restricted
— [ Object {J Both T} Being Considered [ Preservotion work ] Unrestricted
- in progress E3 No
w PRESENT USE (Check One or AMore as Appropriate) ._— . _ 7
=2 3 Agriculturol [J Government {3 Pork ] Tronsportotion [J Comments
[ [ Commerciol 0 industriotl [ Private Residence i Other (Specity) -
[ [J Educotionsl 1 Militory [J Religious
“ [0 Entertoinment ] Museum [ Scientific Abandened _
— !4, OWNER OF PRGPERTY
— OWNER'S NAME,
Mavne Realty Company
lu STREET AND NUMBER:
ul 3311 Olnevy/Sandy Spring Road
Yy CITY OR TOWN: STATE:
1 Qlney _ . Maryland
[5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION s S Ok
ZOURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF OEEDS,ETC:
Montgomexry County Courthouse
STREET ANO NUMBER:
CITY OR TOWN: STATE
Rockville Maryland
Title Reference of Current Deed (Book & Pg. #):
{8 REPRESENTATION (N EXISTING SURVEYS ' _
TITLE OFf SURVEY:
L _None
DATE OF SURVEY: [J Federol O] Stota {1 County {1 Locol
DEFPOSITCRY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:
STREEY ANO NUMBE®R:
CITY DR TOWMN: STATE:
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[7. DESCRIPTION

3
i
3

(Check Une)
. O Excellent O Good {3 Fair EA Deteriorated 3 Ruins [J Unexposed
CONDITION (Check One) (Chock One)
T2 Altered [ Uncltered ; [ Moved €2 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The building, built in several sections, is of log and
frame construction. The House was originally a single room,
log-cabin with a stone end-chimney. Later, a second room was
added on the opposite side of the chimney, making the house a
central chimney structure. Still later, rooms and a porch
were added across the north wall and a kitchen, at the west
end.

The east section has a basement with stone foundation
walls and an outside entrance on the south side. Log floor
joists are tapered and notched to fit over the sill. Log
walls are joined at the corners with inverted "v" notches.
Along the east wall, the staircase rises in a single run to
the second floor; below the staircase is a closet with a wall
of vertical beaded boards; the ballusters, now gone, were
rectangular and fit into mortises in the treads. The chair-
rail consists of two members, a beaded board surmounted by a
narrow horizontal rail with a grove on the outside face. The
fireplace, on the west wall, has a flat brick arch inserted
into the originally larger opening in the stone chimney base.
The room has no partition walls. -

338

On the second floor, there are several rooms. A bedroow
at the chimney end has a brick fireplace. At the east end is
a boxed staircase to the attic; the partition wall being of
vertical boards with a bead on the outer face.

A second partition wall, between hall and bath, is con-
structed of vertical boards with a bead on both faces. In the
attic, there is evidence that the floor joists were cut and
the floor area around the attic staircase reframed, indicating
that the staircase is a later addition.

SNOILDNYLSNHNI

The roof framing of the east section, consists of rafters
nailed to the outer floorboard and half-lapped and pegged at
the ridge. Collars are half-lapped, half-dovetailed between
each pair of rafters. Angle braces lie in the notches on the
outer faces of the rafters. Over the rafters, nailers support
the roof sheathing (now a tin roof). At the gable ends, round
logs run vertically from the end plate (actually the uppermost
log of the end wall) to the end rafters, to which they are
nailed. Beaded clapboards are nailed directly onto these log
supports. On the west end wall, the clapboards now form an
interior partition between the two sections of the hcuses.

The west section of the house is also two stories, but
was probably 1-1/2 stories originally. It sits on a stone
foundation, without a cellar; log joists have holes for a
pegged, random-width floor. The fireplace, on the east wall,
has been in-filled with brick. A chair-rail consists of a
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7. DESCRIPTION (cont'd.)

simple bloard fascia. On the west wall is a boxed staircase to the

second floor; at the lower end is a single tread outside the boxed

section, which begins with winders leading to a straight run. The
"box" consists of plain vertical boards. ,

The second floor is a single room. Log walls run about four
feet from the floor level. Above this, the structure is framed
with wall posts and studs mortised into tenons on the top log. This’
suggests that the west section was once 1-1/2 stories and that the
roof has been raised. There is additicnal evidence for this in the
gable end of the east section, which has what appears to be a
"ghost" where a lower roof once adjoined the end wall. Above the
level of the top log, the stone chimney steps back from the framed
section. '

The attic of the west section is niore crudely constructed than
that of the east section. The floor joists are notched over the
plates. Log rafters rest on a floorboard and are joined at the
ridge with a vertical joint. Collars and angle braces are nailed
onto the rafters rather than being joined.

The rooms across the front are one story, with a shed roof and
frame construction. They have stone foundations without a cellar.
The floor joists rest on girts that are mortised, tenoned and pegged
into the sill of the older sections and the sgill of the addition.
The floor joists are joined to the sill and girt by a modified, in-
verted tusk tenon, the lower shoulder of the tenon sloping to fit a
mortise cut with a sloping face. The walls of these rooms have
braced frames with members mortised, tenoned and pegged together.

The rooms added at the west end are of a much later date. The
framing members are sawn, although the floor joists are of log.
Chimney stacks are of brick and are designed for stoves.

West of the house is a log smokehouse. It is constructed with
inverted "V" notches. Rafters are birdmouthed over the plate; col-
lars are half-lapped and pegged over each pair of rafters are half-
lapped and pegged.. At the gable ends, log supports for the clapboard
wall run from the top log to the end pair of rafters. Beams for
hanging meat rest in notches in the second log from the plate on
either sidewall.

Tentative Interpretation for Further Examination.

The "Griffith Log House" was obviously built in a number of
separate sections over a considerable period of time. The west sec-
tion, as a 1-1/2 story building, probably predates the east section.
It would have had an external chimney with a stone stack set back
from the gable end. Subsequently, the east section was built in one
campaign, and the older house was relegated to service uses. At
this time, the brick stack was also added to provide a sufficiently
tall chimney; this brick stack was free-standing from the new wing.
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On the exterior of the west gable end cf the east section, a "ghost”
of a lower roofline for the west secticn is faintly visible; this
would suggest that when the east section was built, the west section
was still 1-1/2 stories and that its roofline was simply extended
around the sides of the chimney to ab@ut the new section. At still
a later date, the framed section was added onto the west section;
this may have been done when the range of rooms were added across
the north end. The new attic floor joists were laid with the one

at the east end supported by the top of the old stone chimney,

which was now completely enclosed with the large house. Still later,
perhaps as late as the twentieth century, the low service rooms to
the west of the house were added.

Construction details suggest that the smokehouse was built about
the same time as the east section of the house.
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[8. SIGNIFICANCE
PERIQD (Check One or More as Apprapriate)
{7} Pre-Columbion 3 16th Century 18th Century L) 20th Century
[ 15th Century 03 17th Century B 19th Century
\
SPECIFIC DATEI(S) (If Applicable and Known)
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One ar Mare as Appropriate)
Abor iginol [ Educotion ] Palitical (1 Urbon Planning
] Prehistoric ] Engineering {3 Religian/Phi- (] Other (specity)
[J Historic 3 Industry losophy
[ Agriculture 7 Invention ] Science d
O Acchitecture [} Londscape [} Sculpture
O Art B .. ... Architecture, ] Secial/Humon-
] Commerce [ Literoture itarian
[} Communications 7 Military ] Theater
i} ConservoiiOrj D__Musiq o . [} Transpartation
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
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{9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Newspaper Clipping:

Montgomery County Courier,
Montgomery County Judgment Records, Liber JA #3, F.259

2/27/74

[15. CEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE ANO LONGITUOE COOROINATES

LATITUOE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

OEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 OEFINING THE CENTER POIiNT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
GORNER LATITUOE LATITUNE LONGITUDE
Degrecs Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

NW ° ' o ) ° ,

NE -] v

SE (-] v

SW e !

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:
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éAcreage Justification:

C g

ILIST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: COUNTY
STATE: COUNTY:
STATE: COUNTY:
STATE: COUNTY:

. FORM PREPARED BY .

NAME ANO TITLE:

Christopher Owens, Park Historian

ORGANIZATION

MNCPPC

DATE

6 Dec 73

STREET ANO NUMBER:

8787 Georgia Avenue

CITY OR TOWN:

Silver Spring

STATE

Maryland

2]

“State Liaison Officer Review:

(Office Use Only)
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Significance of this property is:
]

Signature
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NAME GUFAFITH  DoubLe - Lo66 HousE
LOCATION oFF £+ /08 A7 Ercason, /el
FACADE M

PHOTO TAKEN  /2/6/73 /1. DaNél-
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NAME ~GuAri7H Doubié- LoG #oust ) Loc Sivake MoesE /U Fld-q

LOCATION arc ABFf 8 . oF EFtdrson, Afel

FACADE  WE
PHOTO TAKEN  /2/6/73 re. el







NAME GFAFAITH Doubté- LO& fouse ! #d.-q
LOCATION AF r0% . oF ETCHSoN, Aol
FACADE A7T7/C - WwES7T GABE Ewd 0F EAST (0CDER) TECTr00) oF MousSE

PHOTO TAKEN /2/6/73 /t.owvée
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NAME Gl/AFITH Doublé- L oG fousE /! 14-9

LOCATION grie £BF /of A#r Ercaison, /L
FACADE  A771€ — W, CABE D O0F 7HE EA5T (0cDER) SEc7red) oFf Aousk

PHOTO TAKEN /2/6/73 #.owyée_
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NAME G@iisirs DodBib- Loc HousE N g g

LOCATION @ #F 108 w.of Ercyusen, /4
FACADE WE cekwéh oF MHeusE

PHOTO TAKEN /2/6/73 At DER







NAME GRFFITH Douié- Lo6 HusE M #E4-9

LOCATION daiF A4 /08 w, oF Erchson, /el

FACADE L OG SCEEFELS AT Atd, EWRANCE Jo IHUSE

PHOTO TAKEN  /2/6/73 r-dw¥el







M, E1d-q
NAME GRrAF/7# Doublé LaG Souse

LOCATION or £F /08 . % E7CH r5aN, A
FACADE ALOE SCEEFELS /T A EoimcéE 70 fbosE

PHOTO TAKEN  /2/6/73 /fe-pewyée_
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NAME GrAFITH DoubLé- Lo6 fousE st 14-4
LOCATION g~ AF 108 w.oF Eremson, /oL

FACADE /Wrélnl - FlArswe DEFHN ALounDd CEvFfc
CHAWMHEY SEcond Srofy (E/EC
PHOTO TAKEN y

12/6/73 C. owens
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NAME GErFAFEITH DOuUblé- LOG fouSE aui
LOCATION oie &Y. /08 WEST oF Ercsison, /el

FACADE STHkWAY, ZAD. Feot. N £4ST Sec7iet)
o= SPUSE

PHOTO TA!
TAKEN )z J6 /75 11 oeovere







NAME G&Afir#t DouBce- Lo suséE U; #(d-9
LOCATION @it £F 708 cu of £rewrsow, A<

FACADE JUTERIOR. — UWHELE AceS Tora) A7 2P OF CHrrenbky BASE

PHOTO TAKEN  j2/6/73 ¢ oweéns







NAME ~GAFITH Doubié- LoG MousE s #1d-G
LOCATION orF AF /08 . oF ETcHison AL

FACADE  /uleAAcE AT CEvjEL  gf HMUSE — W.S/DE
PHOTO TAKEN  /z/6/73  /-pavél







B d4-9q
NAME GRAFITH Doulblé~ Lo HMHUSE — / SHOkE fousE

LOCATION 0FF A& A#r ercwison) /L
FACADE £ - /wreeror.
PHOTO TAKEN  /2/6/73 A Dyl
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NAME GR/FFITH Doubté - LoG HousE Jn; *14-9

LOCATION okF Bt /08 W, o Ercieon, /L
FACADE  /W7ELrl - el FhANywE F7- TOF OF CHranéy BASE

PHOTO TAKEN /2/6/73 /e Devvel-
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NAME GRAFITH Doubié - Lo6 MuSE N Fl4-9
LOCATION ase £7 /08 ., oF Exnison, rd
FACADE  /wighlof. Whtc FRAHNG BT~ 70° oF CHrrnvéy BASE

PHOTO TAKEN  /2/6/73 C.owénsS




